
Senate Bill 277 Frequently Asked Questions 
 

 Immunization Requirements for 2015 
 
1. In 2015 and future years, which vaccines are required to enter child care or school in 
California?  

• For child care, see http://www.shotsforschool.org/child-care/  
• For kindergarten, see http://www.shotsforschool.org/k-12/  
• For 7th grade, see http://www.shotsforschool.org/7th-grade/  
• For students entering or transferring into California schools at other grade levels, see 

http://www.shotsforschool.org/k-12/  
•  

2. In the summer or fall of 2015, are there any changes to the immunization requirements for 
children entering child care or school?  
No.  
 
In 2015 and future years each immunization requirement may be fulfilled by any of the following:  

• Receiving the required vaccine doses  
• Receiving a medical exemption from a licensed physician – see question #13 below  
• Under limited circumstances conditional admission may be available– see question #17 below.  

In 2015 but not future years:  
• Parents or guardians of entering students may submit a personal belief exemption to fulfill an 

immunization requirement. For further information, please see 
http://www.shotsforschool.org/laws/exemptions/#personal belief exemption-NEW.  

• Students must fulfill immunization requirements if entering 
o home-based private school or  
o An independent study program with no classroom-based instruction. 

   
New law (SB277) for 2016 and future years 
 
3. In 2016, what are the changes to the immunization requirements for children entering child 
care or school?  
Starting January 1, 2016:  

• Parents or guardians of students in any school or child care facility, whether public or private, 
will no longer be allowed to submit a personal beliefs exemption to a currently-required 
vaccine.  

• Students will no longer be required to have immunizations for entry if they attend 
o A home-based private school or  
o An independent study program with no classroom-based instruction.  

However, parents or guardians must continue to provide immunization records from these students to 
their schools, and schools must continue to maintain and report records of immunizations that have 
been received by these students.  

• The immunization requirements do not prohibit pupils from accessing special education and 
related services required by their individualized education programs.  

•  
4. When does the law take effect?  
January 1, 2016.  
 
5. Where can I review the new law?  
The language of Senate Bill 277 (Pan, 2015) is available at: 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160SB277.  



6. Which facilities are affected by the new law in 2016 and future years?  
Whether public or private, all California schools and child care facilities, including child care centers, 
day nurseries, nursery schools, family day care homes, and development centers, are subject to new 
and existing laws in California. 
   
Personal Beliefs Exemptions Ending  
 
7. Will personal beliefs exemptions filed during or after 2016 be valid?  
No. Starting in 2016 personal beliefs exemptions will no longer be an option for the vaccines that are 
currently required for entry into school or child care in California.  
 
8. Will personal beliefs exemptions filed in California before 2016 remain valid in later years?  
Personal beliefs exemptions filed at a school or child care facility before January 1, 2016 will remain 
valid until the student reaches the next immunization checkpoint.  

• For a child in a child care facility, a previously-filed personal belief exemption will be valid until 
the start of kindergarten (including transitional kindergarten).  

• For a student in 1st-6th grade, a previously-filed personal belief exemption will be valid until 
the start of 7th grade.  

• For a student in 8th-12th grade, a previously-filed personal belief exemption will continue to be 
valid.  
 

9. Is a personal beliefs exemption still valid if a student transfers between child care facilities 
or schools in California after 2015?  
Yes, a personal belief exemption filed with a child care facility or school before January 1, 2016 is 
valid until the next immunization checkpoint (kindergarten or 7th grade). Personal belief exemptions 
can be transferred between child care facilities and schools in California, both within and across 
school districts.  
However, if personal belief exemption documentation from the prior child care facility or school is not 
available, students must meet immunization requirements (see question #1) or be enrolled in an 
independent study program with no classroom-based instruction or a home-based private school (see 
question #3).  
 
10. Is a personal beliefs exemption from another state or country valid if a student transfers to 
a California school?  
No.  
 
11. What will happen in future years when children with a prior personal belief exemption 
reach their next immunization checkpoint (kindergarten or 7th grade)?  
Children with a valid personal belief exemption filed before 2016 will have to meet all age-appropriate 
immunization requirements for admission into K-12th grade* (see www.shotsforschool.org/k-12/) or 
be enrolled in an independent study program with no classroom-based instruction or a home-based 
private school (see question #3).  
*In addition, requirements for admission or advancement to 7th grade will need to be met before 
beginning 7th grade.  
 
12. What if additional vaccines become required for child care or school?  
Personal beliefs exemptions will be allowed for any new immunization requirement initiated by the 
California Department of Public Health. 
   



Medical Exemptions  
 
13. What’s required for a medical exemption to a required immunization?  
A parent or guardian must submit a written statement from a licensed physician (M.D. or D.O.) which 
states:  

• That the physical condition or medical circumstances of the child are such that the required 
immunization(s) is not indicated.  

• Which vaccines are being exempted  
• Whether the medical exemption is permanent or temporary  
• The expiration date, if the exemption is temporary  
•  

14. May other practitioners besides licensed physicians (M.D.s and D.O.s) provide a medical 
exemption to a required immunization?  
No.  
 
15. Is there a standardized form for medical exemptions?  
No, but the documentation must include the elements described in question 13.  
 
16. Are licensed physicians required to assist in requests for medical exemptions?  
A licensed physician may provide a medical exemption but is not required to do so. Parents or 
guardians seeking medical exemptions should check with physicians in advance to clarify their 
policies on medical exemptions.  
 
Conditional Admission 
 
17. What is conditional admission?  
Children behind on their required immunizations may be admitted conditionally if they are not 
currently due for any doses or have a temporary medical exemption. See 
http://www.shotsforschool.org/laws/conditional-admission/ for further information.  
 
Students without classroom-based instruction  
 
18. What are the requirements for students entering a home-based private school or 
independent study program without classroom-based instruction?  
Students entering  

• a home-based private school or  
• an independent study program without classroom-based instruction 

are subject to immunization requirements for entry during 2015 but not in 2016 or future years.  
Parents or guardians must provide records to the schools of any required immunizations received by 
these students.  
 
19. Will schools still need to record immunization information and report on the immunization 
status of all students, including students who are exempt from entry requirements in 2016 and 
future years?  
Yes, schools will still need to  

• Record immunizations for all students at entry.  
• Report on the immunization status of all students at the checkpoints of child care, 

kindergarten, and 7th grade. 
   



Other topics  
20. Are students who are homeless or in foster care subject to the immunization 
requirements?  
Yes. However, a student who is homeless or in foster care when transferring into a new school may 
be admitted immediately if the student arrives without immunization records. Schools should utilize 
their resources to make sure these students have received all required immunizations as soon as 
possible. 
  


